
Cynthia Ward Paintings of the Ottawa River
My name is Cynthia Ward. I was born in Toronto and I grew up in Ottawa and Bonnyville a small oil and farming community in Northern Alberta. 
I studied art at the Alberta College of Art and Design, and the University of Saskatchewan. I majored in painting at the Art College and sculpture 
at the University. I have made many types of art over the past 20 plus years and I have been involved in Calgary’s artist run centre scene as a 
cultural worker for 15 years and in the Saskatoon arts community on boards and as a volunteer for five years. I returned to Ottawa five years ago 
after a 40 year hiatus. 

I now paint. One of my favorite subjects is the Ottawa River.  When I first arrived in Ottawa looking for a subject to paint I sketched everything: trees,
 grass, people on the bus until I discovered the amazing burnt orange undertones of the Ottawa.  Many people here told me they thought that the 
colour was due to pollution but after some research I discovered the Ottawa is a tannin river. The brown, or to my eyes burnt orange colour, is due
 to decaying leaves which turns the water into a cup of well steeped tea. 

The colour is a nice bonus and allows me to vary my palette from blues to deep green to browns. I also am fascinated with the patterns on the surface
 of the water due to subsurface rocks and to wind. All of these paintings in the show were done outside and finished the day that I started them with the
exception of one or two minor touch ups in the studio. I am not interested in painting details from the above the shoreline and try to focus instead on 
capturing the transient patterns of the water.  This allows me to return to the same spots over and over again.  Each visit is different due to the light, 
wind, or even to the state of my digestion. Many paintings in this show were of the same spot done at different times in the season and in the day. 
For example, the 24 by 24 painting Wind Water June was done at the exact same spot as the small 10 by 10 Sunset and a Song. 

I paint like this because I am looking for two things - a variation on the typical landscape paintings which evoke a sense of place over a sense of time, 
the other - the mysterious razor’s edge between abstract art and realism. 

If you want to see new works from 2017 or think you may want to buy a painting please visit my website: 

http://invinciblebluematter.wix.com/invinciblebluematter


